CHAPTER FOUR
FRENCH PROTECTORATE AND
SPANISH ZONE OF INFLUENCE
MEANWHILE the affairs of the Shereefian Empire
had become increasingly involved The tribes
were quite out of hand3 and the authority of Mulai
Hafid scarcely extended beyond the walls of the city of
Fez. So menacing was the situation even for a country
whose rulers were accustomed to continued alarums
and excursions that the Sultan called upon the French
to help him, an expedition being despatched in re-
sponse on the nth May 1912 under the command of
General Moinier, which succeeded with difficulty in
relieving Fez and throwing the tribesmen back
Further operations resulted in the capture of Meknes
and the surrender of Mulai Zine, a brother of the
Sultan, who had put himself at the head of the rising
It would seem that from this time onwards Mulai
Hafid lost all hope of maintaining the independence of
the Shereefian Empire Sincerely wishing at the com-
mencement of his reign to maintain the integrity of
Morocco, he had found, like his brother Mulai Abdul
Aziz, the pressure of events too strong for him; now
the time had come when the French were ready to
present for his signature a treaty of protection The
terms of this treaty were brought to Fez by Monsieur
Regnault, a distinguished French diplomat, and on the
30th March the Sultan signed away the freedom of his
country He cannot be blamed There was no other
course of action open to him His position was even
worse than that of Mulai Abdul Aziz had been when he
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